
 

Looking Around the Dial 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6  V O L U M E  4 2 ,  N O .  2  

SHELBY AMATEUR  

RADIO CLUB, INC. 

PO BOX 2206 

SHELBY, NC 28151-2206 

 

Host of the Shelby Hamfest 

Lovingly referred to as the 

“Grand-daddy of Them All” 

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT 

http://www.shelbyarc.org 

http://

www.shelbyhamfest.org 

 PRESIDENT 

Lee Carroll, KD4LEE 

VICE PRESIDENT  

Corey Steele, W1AXX 

 

 2ND VICE PRESIDENT 

 Greg Horne, WA4YBP  

 

SECRETARY 

Kevin Blanton, W4KTB 

  

TREASURER 

Greg Poston, WE4GPS 

 

MEMBERSHIP CARE 

Wanda Horne, KI4ZEI 

  

REPEATER CHAIRMAN 

Todd Vickery, WA4TV 

  

REPEATER COMMITTEE 

Robert Weaver, KF4KED 

Corey Steele, W1AXX 

Steen Richard, KG4BFZ 

Al Whatley, N4HAW 

Kevin Blanton, W4KTB 

Justin Hayes, KN4RJX 

 

HAMFEST CHAIRMAN 

Russell Hayes, KE4GTQ 

 

ASST. HAMFEST CHAIR-

MAN 

Lee Carroll, KD4LEE 

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Ben Melvin, KM4C 

Todd Vickery, WA4TV 

Andy Montgomery 

KN4FYW 

Robert Weaver, KF4KED 

Kevin Blanton, W4KTB 

Keith Blanton KM4DWY 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Brad Sitton, WZ4BSS 

Bsitton74@yahoo.com 

ASST EDITOR 

Susan Ledford, K4ZXN 

Hamfests: 

 

March 6-7 Charlotte Hamfest 

April 4 RARSfest 

 

Contests: 

 

February 9-12 School Club Roundup 

February 21-22 International DX—CW 

 

 

Of Note from KE4GTQ 

 

For an extensive list of upcoming contests visit https://www.contestcalendar.com/ 

 

For a free ham clock visit https://openhamclock.com/ 

mailto:Bsitton74@yahoo.com
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January 2026 NET REPORT 

Total Nets – 17 

Net Control Stations – 7 

SARC Repeater Usage – 9 hours 2 minutes 

Total Checkins– 325 

Top N/C Station for January 2026 == KE4GTQ 

                                 
SARC WEEKLY 

NETS     

 

Monday & Fri-
day Nights at 
8:30 on 
146.880 

 

Sunday Night 
Prayer Net at 
8:30 pm on 
146.880 

 

Trader’s Net 
after the 4th 
Monday night 
each month on 
146.880 

 

Good Ideas & 
Solutions Net 
Wednesday 
Night at 7:00 
pm 147.345 

 

Thanks to all the SARC Net controllers for keeping our clubs' repeat-

ers radio active. Also, thanks to everyone that continues to check in 

to support our controllers. We increased check-ins in January by Qty 

32. That's great! 

Our weekly nets provide us regular low stress practice for proper 

procedures, phonetics, logging and check ins. It also allows us to 

know who's in our repeater coverage area in the event of an emer-

gency. 

Stay Radio Active! 

73 

Russell / KE4GTQ 



The News of The North 

One month down and now eleven more to go!  Before you know it we’ll be at 

Labor Day weekend.   

Hopefully everyone managed to survive the snow apoca-

lypse at the end of January and first part of February.  

Here in Hillsborough we still have a few areas with ice still 

on the roads until we get some warmer weather which 

will hopefully be in the days to come.  I for one am look-

ing forward to the warmer temperatures.  Not much to 

report on here in The Triangle.  Looking forward to RARS-

fest coming up in April.  Looking forward to hitting some 

trails when the weather allows for it as well. 

Everyone stay safe and hope to hear you on the radio soon. 

73 de WZ4BSS 

News and Notes 
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ARES OF 

CLEVELAND 

COUNTY WAS  

#1 IN ARES 

ACTIVITY IN THE 

SECTION IN 

2008, 2009, 

2010 and 2011.  

The next SARC club meeting is February 10th at 

7pm at the former Red Cross Building in Shelby, NC.  

Also as a reminder it is time to renew your club 

dues for 2026.  Member ship is $20 for members 

and $10 for family member.  If you are a full mem-

ber or lifetime member of ARRL then club dues are 

$10 for club member and $5 for family.  Each mem-

ber is responsible for paying dues to ARRL.  The 

club will also be voting on a membership applica-

tion submitted by Jimmy Johnson, N4YR. 
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N E W S  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Prayer 
Net 
K4ZXN 

2 VHF 
Net 
KD4LEE 

3 4 Good 
Ideas Net 

5 6 VHF 
Net 
WZ4BSS 

7 

8 Prayer 
Net 
K4ZXN 

9 VHF 
Net 
WE4GPS 

10 
SARCVH
F Meeting 

11 Good 
Ideas Net 

12 13 VHF 
Net 

14 

15 Prayer 
Net 
WZ4BSS 

16 VHF 
Net 
WB4SAB 

17 18 Good 
Ideas Net 

19 20 VHF 
Net 
WZ4BSS 

21 

22 Prayer 
Net 
K4ZXN 

23 VHF 
& Trader 
Net 
KE4GTQ 

24 25 Good 
Ideas Net 

26 27 VHF 
Net 
W4KTB 

28 

FEBRUARY 2026 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Prayer 

Net K4ZXN 

2 VHF Net 

KD4LEE 

3 4 Good 

Ideas Net 

5 6 VHF Net 

WZ4BSS 

7 

8 Prayer 

Net K4ZXN 

9 VHF Net 

WE4GPS 

10 SARC 

Meeting 

11 Good 

Ideas Net 

12 13 VHF 

Net 

14 

15 Prayer 

Net 

WZ4BSS 

16 VHF 

Net 

WB4SAB 

17 18 Good 

Ideas Net 

19 20 VHF 

Net 

WZ4BSS 

21 

22 Prayer 

Net K4ZXN 

23 VHF 

and Trader 

KE4GTQ 

24 25 Good 

Ideas Net 

26 27 VHF 

Net W4KTB 

28 

29 Prayer 

Net 

WZ4BSS 

30 VHF 

Net 

31     

March 2026 
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Winter Wonderland Reports February 2026 

S H A M R A C  

Gunny Christ reporting 7” by 1630 on 

Saturday afternoon 

The QTH of KR4DCN front porch 

Mike and Susan at Patriots Park 

in Kings Mountain, NC 

Kings Mountain State Park photo by K4ZXN 

Kings Mountain photo by K4ZXN 

Photos from home of WZ4BSS 



P A G E  7  

KE2EP’s Korner 

S H A M R A C  
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From Picnic Table to Pileup de KE4GTQ 

Parks on the Air (POTA): Why Participate? 
Parks on the Air (POTA) is one of the fastest-growing activities in amateur radio—and for good reason. It com-
bines the joy of operating radio with the beauty of our national, state, and local parks. 

Get More Out of Your Radio 
POTA encourages portable operation, helping operators sharpen HF skills, experiment with antennas, and operate 
efficiently on battery power. It’s hands-on experience that benefits everyday operating and emergency communi-
cations alike. 

Enjoy the Outdoors 
Activating a park is a great excuse to get outside. Whether it’s a short afternoon activation or a full day in the 
park, POTA blends radio with hiking, camping, and family fun. 

Friendly, Worldwide Contacts 
POTA operators are known for being welcoming and supportive. From quick QSOs to long-distance contacts, the 
bands are always alive when a park is active. 

Earn Awards—No Cost, No Pressure 
POTA offers free awards for both Activators and Hunters. There’s no contest stress, no deadlines, and no fees—
just upload your log and enjoy watching the awards roll in. 

Build Real-World Skills 
Operating portable improves readiness for emergency and field operations: 

Battery-powered stations 

Rapid setup and tear down 

Efficient antennas and low power operation 

Great for Clubs 
POTA is perfect for club outings: 

Group activations 

Mentoring new hams 

Public outreach 

Great content for newsletters and social media 

 Open to Everyone 
All license classes and experience levels are welcome. Operate solo or as a group—one hour or all day. 

If you enjoy amateur radio and the outdoors, POTA is for you. One activation is all it takes to get hooked! 

 

Russell / KE4GTQ 
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